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Now, one might respond, 'well then let's speed up those executions-we should execute people 
faster, before they are redeemed. But that's a mighty strange position for Christians to take. 
That whole redemption thing that Christians profess to believe in-I'm here to tell you that's real. 

If Anthony Boyd was in fact a killer-or at least the co-conspirator of a killer-that is not the 
Anthony Boyd who Alabama tortured to death this week. That Anthony Boyd died inside years 
ago. The man that Alabama tortured to death was one of the most beloved members of the 
prison community, a man known to be kind and generous. This man was the chair of Project 
Hope to Abolish the Death Penalty, the abolition movement of Alabama. 

And Ivey, tell me that executions are for the victim. The death penalty is terrible for victims-you 
know it as well as I do-and you lost any pretense of moral high ground when you executed 
Geoffrey West a few weeks ago, even though the victim's son, Will Berry, begged you not to. 
Berry said he loved something more than vengeance-the love and light of his savior, who 
called for him to forgive-and he said he needed his mother's killer alive so that he could work 
through that process of forgiveness. You didn't even notify him that an execution date had been 
set. If his wife had not found it on Facebook, he never would have known. The death penalty is 
not about victims, and it is surely not about living out our faith. It is about the politics of 
vengeance, pure and simple 

On Thursday, Alabama committed a heinous act, a monstrous act, and it did so in its citizens' 
name. So, who is the actual monster? 

Corinna Barrett Lain is the George E. Allen Chair in Law at the University of Richmond School 
of Law. She is one of the nation's leading authorities on the death penalty and author of 
Secrets of the Killing State: The Untold Story of Lethal Injection. Lain is a former prosecutor, 
former sergeant in the Army, and an elected member of the American Law Institute. 
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MEMORIES 

As the holidays approach, memories of those small moments 
come flooding back ... 

The little me, surrounded by family and great food. Spending 
the day at different relatives houses as the years passed. 
Everyone bringing different dishes to create an abundance of food 
(the eating will go on all day). Watching football on TV until 
we've had enough and decided it was time to become football stars 
ourselves. My cousins, brothers, and myself participating in a 
pick-up game of football, masquerading as our favorite profess­
ional or college players. Laughing and playing until exhaustion, 
or until more food was calling (smile). We would go inside, 
clean ourselves up a little bit, and wait impatiently for the 
main course ... turkey and dressing, cranberry sauce, string beans, 
potato salad, pecan pies, custard pies, and assorted cakes. We're 
family, we're together, we're blessed, and we're thankful ... 
touchdown Tony Dorsett!! We'll all trickle out as the night gets 
late, going home and back to our normal routines, but we'll 
take with us new memories of another Thanksgiving spent together: 
I hope and pray all of you are up to creating your own. I wish 
everyone a Very Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving. 

Corning up, I learned many traditions from my family, but out 
of all of them, the one I grew into the most was the Christmas 
Eve night putting out of the super secret presents, and the 
putting together of the bigger gifts ... (that they always seemed 

1 to add extra screws that you didn't really need (wink-wink-haha)) 
I've always liked this the most because I got to experience what 
I know it had to be like when the gifts were put together for me 
as a child. I could hardly wait to see the looks on my kids faces 
as their sleepy eyes came to full brightness, and they locked 
those eyes on the gifts. Those looks, I've treasured from day one, 
and I hold those memories tight. It's little things like that, 
that makes the holidays what they're truly intended to be. 

So, I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, 
·a Happy New Year, and I extend wishes for you to find these small 
memories too! 

Happy Holidays, 
Be Blessed, 

Maxirnus Strong 
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Criminal Justice 

I recently watched a talk given by, then, California State 
Attorney General Kamala Harris. She spoke about the criminal just 
justice system and highlihgted the importance of shifting from 
a tough/weak on crime perspective to a smart on crime perspec­
tive. Her idea and suggestion got me thinking .... 

The concept of being tough on crime is like pulling weeds 
You remove one person from society, with no intention of 
correcting or rehabilitating them, for committing a crime and 
two more spring up to take their place. The tough on crime 
policy is doing nothing but perpetuating the revolving doors 
of people who are being victimized by a system ran by elected 
officials who are not (as Governor Kay Ivey says) in the business 
of correcting or rehabilitating their own people ... despite 
the name "Department of Corrections." But, of course, calling it 
what it really is, the Department of Punishment and Revenge, 
probably wouldn't sit too well with people. It's the exact 
same reason they adopted the name "Capital Punishment" in place 
of the name "lynching." They are the exact same thing in 
principle and practice, just with a prettier name. 

Now, by no means am I suggesting that the solution is to be 
weak on crime. Obviously, the solution is not to simply let 
people run around committing crimes or slapping them on the 
han for serious offenses. That would be absurd ... just as 
absurd as locking people up for committing crimes without taking 
any steps to educate, correct, or rehabilitate them. 

The tough on crime concept is flawed because it is reactionary 
and history, as well as statistical data, has proven its ineffect­
iveness in stopping or preventing crime. The generally accepted 
definition of the word insanity is doing the same thing over 
again and expecting a different result, which means that a 
tough on crime criminal justice system is insane. So, what should 
we do? 

Well, I believe Mrs. Harris was on to something when she 
suggested that we, as a society, need to be SMART on crime. It 
would be SMART to educate our children on the laws that govern 
the society that they will one day inherit from us. It would be 
SMART to educate people convicted of crimes on the laws and 
consequences of violating them. It would be SMART to rehabilitate 
them and offer job training and career opportunities upon release. 
And, it would be SMART to understand how people convicted of 
crimes got to that point to begin with. 

Perpetraitors are people who were victims of people who had 
been victimized themselves. Now, the criminal justice system 
is victimizing the perpetraitors/victims. It's an endless cycle 
of pain and suffering for the entire community, the country, 
and the world at large. We can't expect the victimized people 

who have committed crimes to stand up and end this cycle. We 
have to rely on the criminal justice system, and the elected 
officials that run it, to lead by example, then lend a hand 
to the people within the system. And, we have to rely on each 
other to put officials in office that share that same vision 
and goal ... That is Criminal Justice. 

Nicholas Smith 
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A VOICE FROM THE PAST, OUR PAST! 

A Light That Never Went Out: Remembering Wallace Norrell Thomas 

Execution Date: July 13, 1990. It has been nearly 35 years since my friend, Wallace Norrell Thomas, was 

executed by the State of Alabama. I am writing this post because I will never stop believing in his 

innocence. 

Wallace was an exceptional person. He was a bright, intelligent HBCU student and the President of his 

fraternity. He proclaimed his innocence until his last breath, but the deck was always stacked against 

him. 

Watching the trials today, with the evidence of manipulated testimony, it brings back the chilling truth 

of what Wallace once told me: he had no chance. His case involved a young white female victim from an 

affluent family with ties to the Governor-a scenario that, unfortunately, seems all too familiar in the 

history of capital punishment. 

~he Man Who Saved My Life 

The world remembers him for a conviction. I remember him as the man who saved my life. 

I was a troubled teen, struggling with severe suicidal ideation and two failed attempts. Wallace and I 

became pen pals for years, from my teens into my early adult life. Through his thoughtful, encouraging 

letters-all tragically destroyed by my family while I was in the Peace Corps-he guided me back to 

hope. He was a lifeline of wisdom and kindness. I am alive today because of Wallace Norrell Thomas. His 

intelligence and compassion gave me a future. 

\:: His Enduring Legacy 

Though he accepted his fate, Wallace never stopped fighting for justice for others. His conviction led him 

to co-found a remarkable organization that is still active today: 

Project Hope to Abolish the Death Penalty (PHADP): Founded in May 1989, PHADP is an organization run 

by death row prisoners and advocates who work to educate the public and bring about the abolition of 

the death penalty in Alabama. This is the work of a truly dedicated and intelligent man. 

There are countless innocent men and women behind bars who are forgotten. Wallace Norrell Thomas 

is not one of them. By supporting the cause he dedicated his last years to, we honor his memory. 

If your heart leads you to support the fight against a flawed system, please click the link below and 

d.onate to the organization he co-founded: 

Donate to Project Hope to Abolish the Death Penalty (PHADP) 

We must not forget the good that was lost. I will never forget Wallace Norrell Thomas. 

Sincerely Patricia Clark 


